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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To avoid the contact of the 
front end of bed with a passage wall or equipment 
ln9telled at a passage by fitting a travel direction 
obstruction- detecting sensor to the front end of bed at 
the time of rotating driving wheels to carry a movable 
bed, end controlling the driving wheels only when an 
operation part is pressed. 

SOLUTION: A bed transport device 1 is a body separate 
from a bed 2, and formed to be detachabty joined to the 
bed 2. Various obstructions such as chairs, passersby 
end wheelchairs are found in a passage for transporting 
the bed 2. The front end right and left corners of the 
bed 2 are, therefore, fined with obstruction detection 
9ensors 5 and 6 to detect the existence of obstructions 
in a travel direction during the transport of the bed 2. 
Also, the sensors 5 and 6 are formed out of ultrasonic 
sensors, and transmit ultrasonic signals toward a bed 
transport direction. In this case, the transmitted 
ultrasonic wavee, while propagating forward, also expand 
by an angle of 46 degrees right and left from a straight 
forward direction. As a result, the existence of an 
obstruction can be detected over a range larger than the 
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